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FIG. 8
500

504

RECEIVING FIRST DATA AND SECOND DATA
CORRESPONDING TO A UNIT OF AUDIO, VIDEO,

AND/OR IMAGE INFORMATION

l 508

ENCODING AND MODULATING THE FIRST DATA
AND THE SECOND DATA SO THAT THE
RESULTING DATA RATE OF THE FIRST DATA IS

LESS THAN THAT OF THE SECOND DATA

l 912

PARSING THE ENCODED/MODULATED FIRST
DATA AND SECOND DATA TO A PLURALITY OF

SPATIAL STREAMS

l , 016

GENERATE A SINGLE PHY DATA UNIT THAT
INCLUDES THE PLURALITY OF SPATIAL STREAMS
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FIG. 9
600

- 604

RECEIVING FIRST DATA AND SECOND DATA
CORRESPONDING TO A UNIT OF AUDIO, VIDEO,

AND/OR IMAGE INFORMATION

l - 608

ENCODING AND MODULATING THE FIRST DATA
AND THE SECOND DATA SO THAT THE
RESULTING DATA RATE OF THE FIRST DATA IS

LESS THAN THAT OF THE SECOND DATA

l 7 612

GENERATE A FIRST SUB-PPDU THAT INCLUDES
THE FIRST DATA

l , 616

GENERATE A SECOND SUB-PPDU THAT
INCLUDES THE SECOND DATA

l - 620

GENERATE AN A-PPDU THAT INCLUDES THE
FIRST SUB-PPDU AND THE SECOND SUB-PPDU
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604

RECEIVING FIRST DATA AND SECOND DATA
CORRESPONDING TO A UNIT OF AUDIO, VIDEO,

AND/OR IMAGE INFORMATION

l 608

ENCODING AND MODULATING THE FIRST DATA
AND THE SECOND DATA SO THAT THE
RESULTING DATA RATE OF THE FIRST DATA IS

LESS THAN THAT OF THE SECOND DATA

l 612

GENERATE A FIRST SUB-PPDU THAT INCLUDES
THE FIRST DATA

l .

616

GENERATE A SECOND SUB-PPDU THAT
INCLUDES THE SECOND DATA

l .

704

GENERATE A PPDU BURST THAT INCLUDES THE
FIRST SUB-PPDU AND THE SECOND SUB-PPDU
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
TRANSMISSION OF DATA AT DIFFERENT
MODULATION AND/OR CODING RATES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/878,830, entitled “Methods and Apparatus for Transmis-
sion of Data at Different Modulation and/or Coding Rates”
and filed on Sep. 9, 2010, which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/240,936, entitled
“Video Streaming by 802.11ac” and filed on Sep. 9, 2009.
The disclosures of both of the above-identified applications
are hereby incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates generally to communica-
tion networks and, more particularly, to wireless networks
that utilize orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM).

BACKGROUND

The background description provided herein is for the
purpose of generally presenting the context of the disclo-
sure. Work of the presently named inventors, to the extent it
is described in this background section, as well as aspects of
the description that may not otherwise qualify as prior art at
the time of filing, are neither expressly nor impliedly admit-
ted as prior art against the present disclosure.

Wireless local area network (WLAN) technology has
evolved rapidly over the past decade. Development of
WLAN standards such as the Institute for Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.11a, 802.11b, 802.11g,
and 802.11n Standards has improved single-user peak data
throughput. For example, the IEEE 802.11b Standard speci-
fies a single-user peak throughput of 11 megabits per second
(Mbps), the IEEE 802.11a and 802.11g Standards specify a
single-user peak throughput of 54 Mbps, and the IEEE
802.11n Standard specifies a single-user peak throughput of
600 Mbps. Work has begun on a new standard, IEEE
802.11ac, that promises to provide even greater throughput.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a method is implemented in a com-
munication device. The communication device is configured
to transmit physical layer (PHY) data units via a commu-
nication channel. The method includes receiving, in the
communication device, first data and second data, modulat-
ing, in the communication device, the first data according to
a first constellation having a first number of constellation
points, modulating, in the communication device, the second
data according to a second constellation that differs from the
first constellation at least by having a second number of
constellation points higher than the first number of constel-
lation points, and parsing, in the communication device, the
first data and the second data to a plurality of spatial streams
such that (i) a first subset of the plurality of spatial streams
includes at least some of the modulated first data but none
of'the modulated second data, and (ii) a second subset of the
plurality of spatial streams includes at least some of the
modulated second data but none of the modulated first data.
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The method also includes generating, in the communication
device, a single PHY data unit that includes the plurality of
spatial streams.

In another embodiment, a PHY processing unit is config-
ured to generate PHY data units for transmission via a
communication channel. The PHY processing unit includes
a first modulator configured to modulate first data according
to a first constellation having a first number of constellation
points, a second modulator configured to modulate second
data according to a second constellation that differs from the
first constellation at least by having a second number of
constellation points higher than the first number of constel-
lation points, and a stream parser configured to parse the first
data and the second data to a plurality of spatial streams such
that (i) a first subset of the plurality of spatial streams
includes at least some of the modulated first data but none
of'the modulated second data, and (ii) a second subset of the
plurality of spatial streams includes at least some of the
modulated second data but none of the modulated first data.
The PHY processing unit is configured to generate a single
PHY data unit that includes the plurality of spatial streams.

In another embodiment, a tangible, non-transitory com-
puter-readable medium storing instructions that, when
executed by one or more processors, cause the one or more
processors to receive first data and second data, modulate the
first data according to a first constellation having a first
number of constellation points, modulate the second data
according to a second constellation that differs from the first
constellation at least by having a second number of constel-
lation points higher than the first number of constellation
points, and parse the first data and the second data to a
plurality of spatial streams such that (i) a first subset of the
plurality of spatial streams includes at least some of the
modulated first data but none of the modulated second data,
and (ii) a second subset of the plurality of spatial streams
includes at least some of the modulated second data but none
of the modulated first data. The instructions also cause the
one or more processors to generate a single PHY data unit
that includes the plurality of spatial streams.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example wireless local
area network (WLAN) 10, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a prior art physical layer
(PHY) processing unit.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a PHY processing unit,
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a portion of a PHY process-
ing unit, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a portion of a PHY process-
ing unit, according to another embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a portion of a PHY process-
ing unit, according to another embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a portion of a PHY process-
ing unit, according to another embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of a method for generating a
single PHY data unit that includes first data and second data
at different encoding rates and/or modulations, according to
an embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram of another method for generating
a single PHY data unit that includes first data and second
data at different encoding rates and/or modulations, accord-
ing to another embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an example aggregated
PHY data unit that is generated according to the method of
FIG. 9, according to one embodiment.
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FIG. 11 is a flow diagram of a method for generating a
burst of PHY data units that includes first data and second
data at different encoding rates and/or modulations, accord-
ing to an embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of an example burst of PHY
data units that is generated according to the method of FIG.
11, according to one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In embodiments described below, a wireless network
device such as an access point (AP) of a wireless local area
network (WLAN) transmits data streams to one or more
client stations. The AP is configured to operate with client
stations according to at least a first communication protocol.
In one embodiment, the first communication protocol is the
IEEE 802.11ac Standard, now in the process of being
standardized. In other embodiments, the first communica-
tion protocol is a protocol other than the IEEE 802.11ac
Standard. For ease of explanation, the first communication
protocol is also referred to herein as a very high throughput
(VHT) protocol. In some embodiments or scenarios, one or
more client stations in the vicinity of the AP are not
configured to operate according to the first communication
protocol, but are configured to operate according to at least
a second communication protocol. Therefore, in some
embodiments, the AP is additionally configured to operate
with client stations according to at least a second commu-
nication protocol. For ease of explanation, the second com-
munication protocol is also referred to herein as a legacy
protocol.

In an embodiment, the VHT protocol supports transmis-
sion of different data according to different modulation and
coding schemes (MCSs), and where the different data should
be transmitted at about the same time, i.e., the latency
between the different data should be low e.g., below a
threshold. For example, the different data may correspond to
a same unit of information. In one embodiment, the different
data correspond to most significant bits (MSB) and least
significant bits (LSB) of video data in a frame of video. In
another embodiment, the different data correspond to first
image data providing a first level of resolution of an image
and second image data to increase the first level of resolution
to a second level of resolution of the image. In another
embodiment, the different data correspond to first data
providing a first level of quality of a unit of video or image,
and/or audio information and second data to increase the
quality to a second level of quality of the unit of information.

In an embodiment, first data is transmitted at a lower MCS
to increase reliability (i.e., a probability that the first data is
correctly received by a receiver) with respect to second data
transmitted at a higher MCS. In other words, the first data is
transmitted at a lower MCS with respect to transmission of
the second data to increase the reliability of the first data
with respect to the reliability of the second data.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example wireless local
area network (WLAN) 10, according to an embodiment. An
AP 14 includes a host processor 15 coupled to a network
interface 16. The network interface 16 includes a medium
access control (MAC) unit 18 and a physical layer (PHY)
unit 20. The PHY processing unit 20 includes a plurality of
transceivers 21, and the transceivers are coupled to a plu-
rality of antennas 24. Although three transceivers 21 and
three antennas 24 are illustrated in FIG. 1, the AP 14 can
include different numbers (e.g., 1, 2, 4, 5, etc.) of transceiv-
ers 21 and antennas 24 in other embodiments. In one
embodiment, the MAC processing unit 18 and the PHY
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processing unit 20 are configured to operate according to the
VHT protocol. In another embodiment, the MAC processing
unit 18 and the PHY processing unit 20 are also configured
to operate according to a legacy protocol (e.g., the IEEE
802.11n Standard, the IEEE 802.11g Standard, the IEEE
802.11a Standard, etc.).

The WLAN 10 includes a plurality of client stations 25.
Although four client stations 25 are illustrated in FIG. 1, the
WLAN 10 can include different numbers (e.g., 1, 2, 3, 5, 6,
etc.) of client stations 25 in various scenarios and embodi-
ments. At least one of the client stations 25 (e.g., client
station 25-1) is configured to operate at least according to the
VHT protocol. In some embodiments, at least one of the
client stations 25 is not configured to operate according to
the VHT protocol but is configured to operate according to
the legacy protocol (referred to herein as a “legacy client
station™).

The client station 25-1 includes a host processor 26
coupled to a network interface 27. The network interface 27
includes a MAC processing unit 28 and a PHY processing
unit 29. The PHY processing unit 29 includes a plurality of
transceivers 30, and the transceivers 30 are coupled to a
plurality of antennas 34. Although three transceivers 30 and
three antennas 34 are illustrated in FIG. 1, the client station
25-1 can include different numbers (e.g., 1, 2, 4, 5, etc.) of
transceivers 30 and antennas 34 in other embodiments.

In an embodiment, one or both of the client stations 25-2
and 25-3 has a structure the same as or similar to the client
station 25-1. In an embodiment, the client station 25-4 has
a structure similar to the client station 25-1. In these embodi-
ments, the client stations 25 structured the same as or similar
to the client station 25-1 have the same or a different number
of transceivers and antennas. For example, the client station
25-2 has only two transceivers and two antennas, according
to an embodiment.

According to an embodiment, the client station 25-4 is a
legacy client station, i.e., the client station 25-4 is not
enabled to receive and fully decode a data unit that is
transmitted by the AP 14 or another client station 25
according to the VHT protocol. Similarly, according to an
embodiment, the legacy client station 25-4 is not enabled to
transmit data units according to the VHT protocol. On the
other hand, the legacy client station 25-4 is enabled to
receive and fully decode and transmit data units according to
the legacy protocol.

In various embodiments, the PHY processing unit 20 of
the AP 14 is configured to generate data units conforming to
the VHT protocol. The transceiver(s) 21 is/are configured to
transmit the generated data units via the antenna(s) 24.
Similarly, the transceiver(s) 24 is/are configured to receive
the data units via the antenna(s) 24. The PHY processing
unit 20 of the AP 14 is configured to process received data
units conforming to the VHT protocol, according to an
embodiment.

In various embodiments, the PHY processing unit 29 of
the client device 25-1 is configured to generate data units
conforming to the VHT protocol. The transceiver(s) 30
is/are configured to transmit the generated data units via the
antenna(s) 34. Similarly, the transceiver(s) 30 is/are config-
ured to receive data units via the antenna(s) 34. The PHY
processing unit 29 of the client device 25-1 is configured to
process received data units conforming to the VHT protocol,
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a prior art PHY processing
unit 100 configured to operate according to the IEEE
802.11n Standard. The PHY processing unit 100 is included
in the legacy client 25-4 (FIG. 1), in one embodiment. The
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PHY processing unit 100 includes a scrambler 104 that
generally scrambles an information bit stream to reduce the
occurrence of long sequences of ones or zeros and to
generate a scrambled stream. An encoder parser 108 demul-
tiplexes the scrambled stream into one or two encoder input
streams corresponding to one or two forward error correc-
tion (FEC) encoders 112. Each encoder 112 encodes the
corresponding input stream to generate a corresponding
encoded stream.

A stream parser 116 parses the one or two encoded
streams into up to four spatial streams. Corresponding to
each spatial stream, an interleaver 120 interleaves bits of the
spatial stream (i.e., changes the order of the bits) to prevent
long sequences of adjacent noisy bits from entering a
decoder at the receiver. Also corresponding to each spatial
stream, a constellation mapper 124 maps an interleaved
sequence of bits to constellation points corresponding to
different subcarriers of an orthogonal frequency division
multiplexing (OFDM) symbol.

A space-time block coding unit 128 receives the constel-
lation points corresponding to the one or more spatial
streams and spreads the spatial streams to a greater number
of space-time streams. The space-time block coding unit 128
can be controlled to merely pass through spatial streams
without performing space-time block coding. For example,
when the number of spatial streams is four, the space-time
block coding unit 128 does not perform space-time block
coding.

A plurality of cyclic shift diversity (CSD) units 132 insert
cyclic shifts into all but one of the space-time streams (if
more than one space-time stream). The cyclic shifts are to
prevent unintentional beamforming.

A spatial mapping unit 136 maps the space-time streams
to transmit chains. Spatial mapping may include: 1) direct
mapping, in which constellation points from each space-
time stream are mapped directly onto transmit chains (i.e.,
one-to-one mapping); 2) spatial expansion, in which vectors
of constellation point from all space-time streams are
expanded via matrix multiplication to produce inputs to the
transmit chains; and 3) beamforming, in which each vector
of constellation points from all of the space-time streams is
multiplied by a matrix of steering vectors to produce inputs
to the transmit chains.

Each output of the spatial mapping unit 136 corresponds
to a transmit chain, and each output of the spatial mapping
unit 136 is operated on by an inverse discrete Fourier
transform (IDFT) unit 140 that converts a block of constel-
lation points to a time-domain signal.

Outputs of the IDFT units 140 are provided to guard
interval (GI) insertion and windowing units 144 that
prepend, to an OFDM symbol, a circular extension of the
OFDM symbol and smooth the edges of each symbol to
increase spectral decay. Outputs of the GI insertion and
windowing units 144 are provided to analog and radio
frequency (RF) units that convert the signals to analog
signals and upconvert the signals to RF frequencies for
transmission. The IEEE 802.11n Standard specifies that
signals are transmitted in either a 20 MHz bandwidth
channel or a 40 MHz bandwidth channel.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the AP 14 and the clients 25-1,
25-2,25-3 are configured to transmit and receive signals that
conform to the VHT protocol. In some embodiments, the
VHT protocol permits transmission in a channel having a
bandwidth of at least 80 MHz. For instance, in some
embodiments, the VHT protocol permits transmission in a
channel having a bandwidth of 80 MHz, 120 MHz, 160
MHz, etc. In some embodiments, the VHT protocol permits
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6
transmission with different bandwidths such as two or more
of 80 MHz, 120 MHz, 160 MHz, etc. In some embodiments,
the VHT protocol also permits transmission in a channel
having a bandwidth of 20 MHz and a bandwidth having a
bandwidth of 40 MHz.

FIG. 3 is a generalized block diagram of an example PHY
processing unit 200 configured to operate according to the
VHT protocol, according to an embodiment. More detailed
PHY processing unit structures for applying different MCSs
to different data is described below.

The PHY processing unit 200 includes a scrambler 204
that generally scrambles an information bit stream to reduce
the occurrence of long sequences of ones or zeros. The IEEE
802.11a Standard and the 802.11n Standard specify a 127-
length scrambler with a generator polynomial S(x) given by:

SE)=x"+x+1 Equ. 1

The polynomial S(x) is also utilized for descrambling an
information bit stream at the receiver. In one embodiment,
the scrambler 204 implements a 127-length scrambler with
a generator polynomial S(x) given by Equ. 1. Also in this
embodiment, a receiver configured to operate according to
the first communication protocol also utilizes the generator
polynomial S(x) given by Equ. 1. In other embodiments, the
scrambler 204 implements a length different than 127 and/or
utilizes a generator polynomial different than the generator
polynomial S(x) given by Equ. 1. In another embodiment,
the scrambler 204 is replaced with a plurality of parallel
scramblers located after an encoder parser 208. In this
embodiment, each of the parallel scramblers has a respective
output coupled to a respective one of a plurality of FEC
encoders 212. The plurality of parallel scramblers operate
simultaneously on a demultiplexed stream. In another
embodiment, the scrambler 204 comprises a plurality of
parallel scramblers and a demultiplexer that demultiplexes
the information bit stream to the plurality of parallel scram-
blers, which operate simultaneously on demultiplexed
streams. These embodiments may be useful, in some sce-
narios, to accommodate wider bandwidths and thus higher
operating clock frequencies.

The encoder parser 208 is coupled to the scrambler 204.
The encoder parser 208 demultiplexes the information bit
stream into one or more encoder input streams correspond-
ing to one or more FEC encoders 212. In another embodi-
ment with a plurality of parallel scramblers, the encoder
parser 208 demultiplexes the information bit stream into a
plurality of streams corresponding to the plurality of parallel
scramblers.

Each encoder 212 encodes the corresponding input stream
to generate a corresponding encoded stream. In one embodi-
ment, each FEC encoder 212 includes a binary convolu-
tional encoder. In another embodiment, each FEC 212
encoder includes a binary convolutional encoder followed
by a puncturing block. In another embodiment, each FEC
encoder 212 includes a low density parity check (LDPC)
encoder. In yet another embodiment, each FEC encoder 212
includes a Reed-Solomon (RS) encoder.

Different numbers of encoders 212 may operate in parallel
depending on the data rate of a MCS. In one embodiment,
the PHY processing unit 200 includes five encoders 212, and
one, two, three, four, or five encoders operate simultane-
ously depending on the particular MCS being utilized. In
another embodiment, the PHY processing unit 200 includes
four encoders 212, and one, two, three, or four encoders
operate simultaneously depending on the particular MCS
being utilized. In another embodiment, the PHY processing
unit 200 includes four encoders 212, and one, two, or four
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encoders operate simultaneously depending on the particular
MCS being utilized. In another embodiment, the PHY
processing unit 200 includes three encoders 212, and one,
two, or three encoders operate simultaneously depending on
the particular MCS being utilized. In another embodiment,
the PHY processing unit 200 includes up to eight encoders
212, and one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, or eight
encoders operate simultaneously depending on the particular
MCS being utilized. In another embodiment, the PHY
processing unit 200 includes up to eight encoders 212, and
one, two, three, four, six, or eight encoders operate simul-
taneously depending on the particular MCS being utilized.
In another embodiment, the PHY processing unit 200
includes up to eight encoders 212, and one, two, four, six, or
eight encoders operate simultaneously depending on the
particular MCS being utilized.

In one embodiment, the number of encoders utilized
increments according 450 Mbps step sizes in the data rate.
In other embodiments, the number of encoders utilized
increments according to a step size in the data rate that is
between approximately 400 and 500 Mbps. In another
embodiment, the number of encoders utilized increments
according to a step size in the data rate that is between
approximately 400 and 600 Mbps. In one embodiment, the
step size is 600 Mbps.

A stream parser 216 parses the one or more encoded
streams into one or more spatial streams for separate inter-
leaving and mapping into constellation points. In one
embodiment, the stream parser 216 uses the output of each
operating encoder 212 in a round robin fashion, using S bits
from each operating encoder per cycle, where:

Nss Equ. 2

N (iss)
S= ;max{l, %&‘155}’

and where Ng. is the number of spatial streams and Nzpoo
(igg) 1s the number of coded bits per carrier for spatial stream
igs

Corresponding to each spatial stream, an interleaver 220
interleaves bits of the spatial stream (i.e., changes the order
of the bits) to prevent long sequences of adjacent noisy bits
from entering a decoder at the receiver. Compared to the
interleavers 120 (FIG. 2) of the IEEE 802.11n Standard
compliant PHY processing unit 100, the interleavers 220 are
extended to cover longer bit streams corresponding to wider
bandwidth OFDM symbols, such as 80 MHz, 120 MHz, 160
MHz, etc. In some embodiments of the PHY processing unit
200, a transmit chain includes multiple radios so that a
wideband OFDM symbol is transmitted as multiple sub-
OFDM symbols via respective radios. For example, an 80
MHz-wide OFDM symbol is transmitted via two radios,
each having a bandwidth of 40 MHz. As another example,
a 160 MHz-wide OFDM symbol is transmitted via two
radios, each having a bandwidth of 80 MHz. As another
example, a 160 MHz-wide OFDM symbol is transmitted via
four radios, each having a bandwidth of 40 MHz. In one
embodiment in which a wide-band OFDM symbol is trans-
mitted via multiple radios, multiple interleavers 220 may be
utilized such that a separate interleaver 220 corresponds to
each radio used to transmit the wide-band OFDM symbol.

Also corresponding to each spatial stream, a constellation
mapper 224 maps an interleaved sequence of bits to con-
stellation points corresponding to different subcarriers of an
OFDM symbol. More specifically, for each spatial stream,
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the constellation mapper 224 translates every bit sequence of
length log,(M) into one of M constellation points. The
constellation mapper 224 handles different numbers of con-
stellation points depending on the MCS being utilized. In an
embodiment, the constellation mapper 224 is a quadrature
amplitude modulation (QAM) mapper that handles M=2, 4,
16, 64, 256, and 1024. In other embodiments, the constel-
lation mapper 224 handles different modulation schemes
corresponding to M equaling different subsets of at least two
values from the set {2, 4, 16, 64, 256, 1024}.

A space-time block coding unit 228 receives the constel-
lation points corresponding to the one or more spatial
streams and spreads the spatial streams to a greater number
of space-time streams. The space-time block coding unit 228
can be controlled to merely pass through spatial streams
without performing space-time block coding. For example,
when the number of spatial streams is equal to the maximum
number of space-time streams, the space-time block coding
unit 228 does not perform space-time block coding. In some
embodiments, the space-time block coding unit 228 is
omitted.

A plurality of CSD units 232 insert cyclic shifts into all
but one of the space-time streams (if more than one space-
time stream). The cyclic shifts are to prevent unintentional
beamforming. For ease of explanation, the inputs to the CSD
units 232 are referred to as space-time streams even in
embodiments in which the space-time block coding unit 228
is omitted. In one embodiment, the frequency CDD values
applied on each of four space-time streams is the same as the
frequency CDD values specified in the IEEE 802.11n Stan-
dard. In another embodiment, the frequency CDD values
applied on each of four space-time streams is different than
the frequency CDD values specified in the IEEE 802.11n
Standard. In one embodiment, if more than four space-time
streams are utilized, the frequency CDD values are defined
similarly to the definitions in the IEEE 802.11n Standard.

In one embodiment, the time CDD values applied on each
of four space-time streams is the same as the time CDD
values specified in the IEEE 802.11n Standard. In another
embodiment, the time CDD values applied on each of four
space-time streams is different than the time CDD values
specified in the IEEE 802.11n Standard. In one embodiment,
if more than four space-time streams are utilized, the time
CDD values are defined to be values within the range [-200
0] ns. In another embodiment, if more than four space-time
streams are utilized, the time CDD values are defined to be
values within a suitable range different than the range [-200
0] ns.

A spatial mapping unit 236 maps the space-time streams
to transmit chains. In various embodiments, spatial mapping
includes one or more of: 1) direct mapping, in which
constellation points from each space-time stream are
mapped directly onto transmit chains (i.e., one-to-one map-
ping); 2) spatial expansion, in which vectors of constellation
point from all space-time streams are expanded via matrix
multiplication to produce inputs to the transmit chains; and
3) beamforming, in which each vector of constellation
points from all of the space-time streams is multiplied by a
matrix of steering vectors to produce inputs to the transmit
chains.

In one embodiment, the spatial mapping unit 236 applies
a steering matrix Q (e.g., multiplies an N¢,x1 signal vector
sby Q, i.e., Qs), where Q has a size (N xNgzs), where N,
is the number of transmit chains and N is the number of
space-time streams. When beamforming is utilized, the
matrix Q is generated based on the MIMO channel between
the transmitter and the receiver. In one embodiment, N, has
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a maximum value of 8. In another embodiment, N, has a
maximum value of 16. In other embodiments, N, has a
different maximum value such as 4, 32, 64, etc.

Each output of the spatial mapping unit 236 corresponds
to a transmit chain, and each output of the spatial mapping
unit 236 is operated on by an IDFT unit 240 that converts a
block of constellation points to a time-domain signal.

Outputs of the IDFT units 240 are provided to GI insertion
and windowing units 244 that prepend, to each OFDM
symbol, a circular extension of the OFDM symbol and
smooth the edges of each symbol to increase spectral decay.
Outputs of the GI insertion and windowing units 244 are
provided to analog and RF units 248 that convert the signals
to analog signals and upconvert the signals to RF frequen-
cies for transmission. As will be discussed below, the signals
are transmitted in a 20 MHz, a 40 MHz, an 80 MHz, a 120
MHz, or a 160 MHz bandwidth channel, in various embodi-
ments and/or scenarios.

Example communication channels, OFDM symbol for-
mats, padding techniques, MCS selection techniques, inter-
leaving techniques, etc., that are utilized by the PHY pro-
cessing unit, in various embodiments, are described in U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/846,681, entitled “Methods
and Apparatus for WLAN Transmission,” filed on Jul. 29,
2010, which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a portion 300 of an embodi-
ment of a PHY processing unit that applies different MCSs
to different data received from a MAC processing unit. FIG.
4 is described in the context of video data having MSB and
LSB for ease of explanation. In other embodiments, a
similar apparatus may be utilized with other types of data to
be differently encoded.

LSB and MSB corresponding to video data are provided
to a scrambler 304. In one embodiment, the LSB and the
MSB are provided by a MAC processing unit. In one
embodiment, the LSB and the MSB are provided in a single
MAC protocol data unit (MPDU) and the MAC processing
unit also provides to the PHY processing unit an indication
of a boundary between the LSB and the MSB. In one
embodiment, the LSB is provided in a first sub-frame of an
aggregated MPDU (AMPDU), and the MSB is provided in
a second sub-frame of the AMPDU. In another embodiment,
the L.SB and the MSB are provided in separate MPDUs.

The scrambler 304 generally scrambles the LSB and the
MSB to reduce the occurrence of long sequences of ones or
zeros. The scrambler operates in a manner such as described
above with respect to FIG. 2, in an embodiment.

The output of the scrambler 304 is provided to an encoder
parser 308. The encoder parser 308 demultiplexes the
scrambled information bit stream into a plurality of encoder
input streams corresponding to a plurality of encoders. In
particular, the encoder parser 308 includes an LSB/MSB
parser 312 that demultiplexes the scrambled information bit
stream into an LSB stream and an MSB stream.

In one embodiment, the encoder parser 308 includes a
padding unit 316 to pad the MSB stream so that, after
encoding, the MSB stream has a same duration as the LSB
stream.

The encoder parser 308 also includes an MSB encoder
parser 320 that parses the MSB stream to one or more MSB
encoders 324. In one embodiment, the MSB encoder parser
320 utilizes a round robin approach to distribute MSB bits
to the one or more MSB encoders 324.

If multiple MSB encoders 324 are utilized, the number
(Nyasz ) of MSB encoders 324 operating in parallel on the
MSB stream generally depends on the data rate of an MCS
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for the MSB stream. In one embodiment, the PHY process-
ing unit includes five MSB encoders 324, and one, two,
three, four, or five MSB encoders 324 operate simultane-
ously depending on the particular MCS being utilized. In
another embodiment, the PHY processing unit includes four
MSB encoders 324, and one, two, three, or four MSB
encoders 324 operate simultaneously depending on the
particular MCS being utilized. In another embodiment, the
PHY processing unit includes four MSB encoders 324, and
one, two, or four MSB encoders 324 operate simultaneously
depending on the particular MCS being utilized. In another
embodiment, the PHY processing unit includes three MSB
encoders 324, and one, two, or three MSB encoders 324
operate simultaneously depending on the particular MCS
being utilized. In another embodiment, the PHY processing
unit includes up to eight MSB encoders 324, and one, two,
three, four, five, six, seven, or eight MSB encoders 324
operate simultaneously depending on the particular MCS
being utilized. In another embodiment, the PHY processing
unit includes up to eight MSB encoders 324, and one, two,
three, four, six, or eight MSB encoders 324 operate simul-
taneously depending on the particular MCS being utilized.
In another embodiment, the PHY processing unit includes
up to eight MSB encoders 324, and one, two, four, six, or
eight MSB encoders 324 operate simultaneously depending
on the particular MCS being utilized. In another embodi-
ment, Ny/ep =1

The encoder parser 308 also includes an L.SB encoder
parser 328 that parses the LSB stream to one or more LSB
encoders 332. In one embodiment, the LSB encoder parser
328 utilizes a round robin approach to distribute L.SB bits to
the one or more LSB encoders 332. If multiple LSB encod-
ers 332 are utilized, the number (N, g, ) of LSB encoders
332 operating in parallel on the LSB stream generally
depends on the data rate of an MCS for the LSB stream in
a manner similar to the MSB encoders 324 discussed above.
In some embodiments, N sz >1. In one embodiment,
Nzsps=1.

In one embodiment, if the data rate for the MSB is less
than 400 megabits per second (Mbps) and the date rate for
the LSB is between 300 Mbps and 600 Mbps, then one MSB
encoder 324 is utilized and two LSB encoders 332 are
utilized.

The one or more MSB encoders 324 encode the MSB
stream at a lower encoding rate than an encoding rate at
which the one or more LSB encoders 332 encode the LSB
stream. In one embodiment, each MSB encoder 324 and
each LSB encoder 332 includes a corresponding block
convolutional code (BCC) encoder. In this embodiment, the
one or more MSB encoders 324 provide a BCC rate of 1/2,
whereas the one or more LSB encoders 332 provide a BCC
rate of 2/3, 3/4, or 5/6.

In another embodiment, each of the one or more MSB
encoders 324 includes a corresponding BCC encoder fol-
lowed by a corresponding interleaver and a corresponding
block encoder, such as a Reed-Solomon (RS) encoder or
another suitable block encoder. In this embodiment, the
BCC encoder(s) of the one or more MSB encoders 324
encode at the same rate as BCC encoder(s) of the one or
more LSB encoders 332, but the RS encoder(s) of the one or
more MSB encoders 324 provide a lower encoding rate for
the MSB as compared to the encoding rate of the LSB.

Referring to FIG. 3, the outputs of the one or more MSB
encoders 324 are provided to the stream parser 216. Simi-
larly, the outputs of the one or more L.SB encoders 332 are
provided to the stream parser 216. In one embodiment, the
stream parser 216 uses the output of each encoder (each of
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the MSB encoder(s) 324 and the L.SB encoder(s) 332) in a
round robin fashion. In another embodiment, the stream
parser 216 uses a smaller number of coded bits from MSB
encoder(s) 324 (lower data rate), than from LSB encoder(s)
332.

In one resulting PHY protocol data unit (PPDU), the
original MSB and LSB bits received from the MAC pro-
cessing unit may not occupy the same duration in the PPDU
if no padding is utilized. For example, after encoding, MSB
bits in each PPDU are much shorter than LSB bits, so even
with lower encoding rate, the duration of the MSB is still
less than the duration of the LSB, in the absence of padding.
In some embodiments the PHY processing unit and/or the
MAC processing unit pads zeros to the end of the MSB. In
some embodiments, the MAC processing unit includes an
indication of the true length of the MSB (i.e., the length of
the MSB without padding) so that a receiver can determine
the true length of the MSB. In one embodiment, the MAC
processing unit includes the MSB in a subframe of an
A-MPDU, and the receiver determines the true length of
MSB subframe by a MAC header of the subframe, for
example.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a portion 350 of another
embodiment of a PHY processing unit that applies different
MCSs to different data received from a MAC processing
unit. FIG. 5 is described in the context of video data having
MSB and LSB for ease of explanation. In other embodi-
ments, a similar apparatus may be utilized with other types
of data to be differently encoded. FIG. 5 includes some
like-numbered blocks with respect to FIG. 4, and the like-
numbered blocks of FIG. 5 are not discussed in detail.

The MSB corresponding to video data are provided to a
padding unit 354. In one embodiment, additional padding is
performed in the MAC processing unit. In another embodi-
ment, the padding unit 354 is omitted and padding is
performed in the MAC processing unit. The MSB is pro-
vided to a scrambler 358, and the LSB corresponding to
video data are provided to a scrambler 362. In one embodi-
ment, the LSB and the MSB are provided by a MAC
processing unit. In one embodiment, the LSB and the MSB
are provided in a single MPDU and the MAC processing
unit also provides to the PHY processing unit an indication
of a boundary between the LSB and the MSB. In one
embodiment, the LSB is provided in a first sub-frame of an
AMPDU, and the MSB is provided in a second sub-frame of
the AMPDU. In another embodiment, the LSB and the MSB
are provided in separate MPDUs.

Each of the scrambler 358 and the scrambler 362 gener-
ally scrambles the MSB and the L.SB, respectively, to reduce
the occurrence of long sequences of ones or zeros. The
scramblers 358, 362 cach operate in a manner such as
described above with respect to FIG. 2, in an embodiment.

The outputs of the scramblers 358, 362 are provided to an
encoder parser 366. The encoder parser 366 demultiplexes
the scrambled information bit stream into a plurality of
encoder input streams corresponding to a plurality of encod-
ers. In particular, the encoder parser 366 includes the MSB
encoder parser 328 and the L.SB encoder parser 320. Com-
paring FIGS. 4 and 5, the encoder parser 366 omits the
MSB/LSB parser 312 and the padding unit 316, in an
embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a portion 400 of another
embodiment of a PHY processing unit that applies different
MCSs to different data received from a MAC processing
unit. FIG. 6 is described in the context of video data having
MSB and LSB for ease of explanation. In other embodi-
ments, a similar apparatus may be utilized with other types
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of data to be differently encoded. FIG. 6 includes some
like-numbered blocks with respect to FIG. 4, and the like-
numbered blocks of FIG. 6 are not discussed in detail.

In the embodiment of FIG. 6, MSB and LSB data are
parsed to different spatial streams, and different modulation
is applied to the MSB and L.SB streams. For example, in one
embodiment, MSB data is mapped to a smaller constellation
(i.e., less points in the constellation) as compared to the
constellation to which L.SB data is mapped. In one embodi-
ment, MSB data is also encoded at a lower encoding rate as
compared to the encoding rate at which LSB data is
encoded.

The MSB encoder parser 320 parses the MSB stream to
one or more MSB encoders 404. In one embodiment, the
MSB encoder parser 320 utilizes a round robin approach to
distribute MSB bits to the one or more MSB encoders 404.
If multiple MSB encoders 404 are utilized, the number
(Nazs5.2) of MSB encoders 408 operating in parallel on the
MSB stream generally depends on the data rate of an MCS
for the MSB stream. In some embodiments, N,z ~>1. In
one embodiment, N, »=1.

The encoder parser 308 also includes an L.SB encoder
parser 328 that parses the LSB stream to one or more LSB
encoders 408. In one embodiment, the LSB encoder parser
328 utilizes a round robin approach to distribute L.SB bits to
the one or more LSB encoders 408. If multiple LSB encod-
ers 408 are utilized, the number (N, ) of LSB encoders
408 operating in parallel on the LSB stream generally
depends on the data rate of an MCS for the LSB stream. In
some embodiments, N,g;>1. In one embodiment,
Nzsps=1.

In one embodiment, the encoding rate of the one or more
MSB encoders 404 is the same as the encoding rate of the
one or more LSB encoders 408. In another embodiment, the
one or more MSB encoders 404 are the same as or similar
to the one or more MSB encoders 324 of FIG. 4, and the one
or more LSB encoders 408 are the same as or similar to the
one or more LSB encoders 332 of FIG. 4. In this embodi-
ment, the encoding rate of the one or more MSB encoders
404 is lower than the encoding rate of the one or more LSB
encoders 408.

Outputs of the one or more MSB encoders 404 are
provided to an MSB stream parser 412. The MSB stream
parser 412 parses outputs of the one or more MSB encoders
404 to one or more spatial streams, and each spatial stream
is interleaved and mapped to a constellation. In one embodi-
ment, the MSB stream parser 412 uses the output of each
MSB encoder 404 in a round robin fashion.

Each spatial stream output of the MSB stream parser 412
is provided to a corresponding interleaver and modulator or
mapper 416 that maps the MSB spatial streams to a con-
stellation.

Outputs of the one or more LSB encoders 408 are
provided to an LSB stream parser 420. The LSB stream
parser 420 parses outputs of the one or more LSB encoders
408 to one or more spatial streams, and each spatial stream
is interleaved and mapped to a constellation. In one embodi-
ment, the LSB stream parser 420 uses the output of each
LSB encoder 408 in a round robin fashion.

Each spatial stream output of the LSB stream parser 420
is provided to a corresponding interleaver and modulator or
mapper 424 that maps the L.SB spatial streams to a constel-
lation.

In one embodiment, each MSB mapper 416 maps to a
smaller constellation as compared to the constellation to
which the LSB mapper 420 maps. In other words, the
constellation of the MSB mapper 416 has less points than the
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constellation of the LSB mapper 420. In some embodiments,
the MSB mapper 416 provides binary phase shift keying
(BPS K) modulation (i.e., two constellation points) whereas
the LSB mapper 420 provides quadrature phase shift keying
(QPSK) modulation (i.e., four constellation points), 16
quadrature amplitude modulation (16-QAM) (i.e., 16 con-
stellation points), 64-QAM (i.e., 64 constellation points), or
256-QAM (i.e., 256 constellation points), as just a few
examples.

Outputs of and the interleaver(s) and mapper(s) 416 and
the interleaver(s) and mapper(s) 424 are provided to the
STBC block 228 (FIG. 3) if included. If the STBC block 228
is not included, the outputs of and the interleaver(s) and
mapper(s) 416 and the interleaver(s) and mapper(s) 424 are
provided to the CSD units 232 and the spatial mapper 236.

In one embodiment, the PHY processing unit includes
only one MSB encoder 404 and utilizes only one MSB
spatial stream. In this embodiment, the MSB encoder parser
320 and the MSB stream parser are omitted.

Similar to the PHY processing units discussed with
respect to FIGS. 4 and 5, in one resulting PPDU, the original
MSB and LSB bits received from the MAC processing unit
may not occupy the same duration in the PPDU if no
padding is utilized. For example, after encoding, MSB bits
in each PPDU are much shorter than LSB bits, so even with
lower encoding rate, the duration of the MSB is still less than
the duration of the L.SB, in the absence of padding. In some
embodiments the PHY processing unit and/or the MAC
processing unit pads zeros to the end of the MSB. In some
embodiments, the MAC processing unit includes an indica-
tion of the true length of the MSB (i.e., the length of the
MSB without padding) so that a receiver can determine the
true length of the MSB. In one embodiment, the MAC
processing unit includes the MSB in a subframe of an
A-MPDU, and the receiver determines the true length of
MSB subframe by a MAC header of the subframe, for
example.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a portion 450 of another
embodiment of a PHY processing unit that applies different
MCSs to different data received from a MAC processing
unit. In other embodiments, a similar apparatus may be
utilized with other types of data to be differently encoded
besides video data. FIG. 7 includes some like-numbered
blocks with respect to FIGS. 5 and 6, and the like-numbered
blocks of FIG. 7 are not discussed in detail. The PHY
processing unit of FIG. 7 omits the MSB/LSB parser 312
and includes two scramblers 358, 362.

With the example PHY processing units discussed with
respect to FIGS. 4-7, the encoded and modulated MSB and
LSB data are included within a single PPDU. At least in
some embodiments, implementations, and/or scenarios, pro-
viding the MSB and L.SB data within the single PPDU helps
to reduce the amount of buffering required at the receiver. At
least in some embodiments, implementations, and/or sce-
narios, providing the MSB and LSB data within the single
PPDU helps to reduce the overall delay of the video because
the receiver is not required to first receive MSB data in a first
PPDU and then wait through at least a short interframe space
(SIFS) interval and through a preamble of a second PPDU
to receive the corresponding L.SB in the second PPDU, for
example.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of an example method 500 for
generating a single PHY data unit that includes first data and
second data at different encoding rates and/or modulations,
according to an embodiment. The first data and second data
correspond to a unit of audio, video, and/or image informa-
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tion. For example, in one embodiment, the first data is MSB
of a video frame and the second data is LSB of the video
frame.

The first data is encoded and/or modulated such that it can
be received and decoded correctly at a receiver with a higher
reliability as compared to the second data, which is differ-
ently encoded and/or differently modulated (low reliability
data). For example, in one embodiment, the first data is
transmitted at a lower MCS to increase reliability (i.e., a
probability that the first data is correctly received by a
receiver) with respect to the second data transmitted at a
higher MCS. In other words, the first data is transmitted at
a lower MCS with respect to transmission of the second data
to increase the reliability of the first data with respect to the
reliability of the second data.

In some embodiments, the method 500 is implemented by
a PHY processing unit such as described with respect to
FIGS. 4-7. In other embodiments, the method 500 is imple-
mented by a suitable PHY processing unit other than the
PHY processing units of FIGS. 4-7. The method 500 will be
described with respect to FIGS. 4-7 for ease of explanation.

At block 504, first data and second data corresponding to
a unit of audio, video, and/or image information are
received. For example, a PHY processing unit receives from
a MAC unit MSB and LSB corresponding to a video frame.
In one embodiment, the LSB and the MSB are received in
a single MPDU along with an indication of a boundary
between the LSB and the MSB. In one embodiment, the LSB
is received in a first sub-frame of an AMPDU, and the MSB
is received in a second sub-frame of the AMPDU. In another
embodiment, the LSB and the MSB are received in separate
MPDUs.

At block 508, the first data and the second data are
encoded and modulated so that the resulting data rate of the
first data is less than that of the second data. In one
embodiment, the first data is encoded with a lower encoding
rate as compared to an encoding rate of the second data. In
another embodiment, the first data is modulated according to
a constellation having less points than a constellation
according to which the second data is modulated. In another
embodiment, the first data is encoded with a lower encoding
rate as compared to an encoding rate of the second data, and
the first data is modulated according to a constellation
having less points than a constellation according to which
the second data is modulated.

Atblock 512, after encoding and modulation, the first data
and the second data are parsed to a plurality of spatial
streams. In one embodiment, each of at least some of the
spatial streams includes both first data and second data. In
another embodiment, each spatial stream includes only first
data or only second data.

At block 516, a single PHY data unit that includes the
plurality of spatial streams is generated.

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram of another example method 600
for generating a single PHY data unit that includes first data
and second data at different encoding rates and/or modula-
tions, according to an embodiment. The first data and second
data correspond to a unit of audio, video, and/or image
information. For example, in one embodiment, the first data
is MSB of a video frame and the second data is LSB of the
video frame.

The first data is encoded and/or modulated such that it can
be received and decoded correctly at a receiver with a higher
reliability as compared to the second data, which is differ-
ently encoded and/or differently modulated (low reliability
data). For example, in one embodiment, the first data is
transmitted at a lower MCS to increase reliability (i.e., a
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probability that the first data is correctly received by a
receiver) with respect to the second data transmitted at a
higher MCS. In other words, the first data is transmitted at
a lower MCS with respect to transmission of the second data
to increase the reliability of the first data with respect to the
reliability of the second data.

The method 600 need not be implemented by a PHY
processing unit such as described with respect to FIGS. 4-7.
Rather, in other embodiments, the method 600 is imple-
mented by a suitable PHY processing unit that is configured
to generate an aggregated PPDU (A-PPDU) such that dif-
ferent sub-PPDUs within the A-PPDU have different MCSs,
for example. As one example, the method 600 is generated
by a PHY processing unit having a structure such as the PHY
processing unit 200 of FIG. 3 and configured to generate an
A-PPDU such that different sub-PPDUs within the A-PPDU
have different MCSs.

At block 604, first data and second data corresponding to
a unit of audio, video, and/or image information are
received. For example, a PHY processing unit receives from
a MAC unit MSB and L.SB corresponding to a video frame.
In one embodiment, the LSB and the MSB are received in
a single MPDU along with an indication of a boundary
between the LSB and the MSB. In one embodiment, the LSB
is received in a first sub-frame of an AMPDU, and the MSB
is received in a second sub-frame of the AMPDU. In another
embodiment, the LSB and the MSB are received in separate
MPDUs.

At block 608, the first data and the second data are
encoded and modulated so that the data rate of the first data
is less than that of the second data. In one embodiment, the
first data is encoded with a lower encoding rate as compared
to an encoding rate of the second data. In another embodi-
ment, the first data is modulated according to a constellation
having less points than a constellation according to which
the second data is modulated. In another embodiment, the
first data is encoded with a lower encoding rate as compared
to an encoding rate of the second data, and the first data is
modulated according to a constellation having less points
than a constellation according to which the second data is
modulated.

At block 612, after the first data is encoded and modu-
lated, a first sub-PPDU that includes the first data is gener-
ated. At block 616, after the second data is encoded and
modulated, a second sub-PPDU that includes the second
data is generated.

At block 620, the A-PPDU that includes the first sub-
PPDU and the second sub-PPDU is generated.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an example A-PPDU 650
that is generated according to the method 600 of FIG. 9, in
one embodiment. The A-PPDU 650 includes the first PPDU
and the second PPDU. The first PPDU includes a preamble
654 and a payload 658 that includes the first data. The
second PPDU include a midamble 662 and a payload 666
that includes the second data.

In one embodiment, the preamble 654 includes a signal
field (VHT-SIG) that includes an indicator (e.g., in a subfield
of the VHT-SIG) that indicates whether a subsequent sub-
PPDU follows the first sub-PPDU in the A-PPDU 650. In
one embodiment, the VHT-SIG additionally or alternatively
includes an indicator of whether the second sub-PPDU is the
same size as the first sub-PPDU. In one embodiment, the
VHT-SIG additionally or alternatively includes an indicator
of whether the second sub-PPDU includes a legacy portion
to facilitate legacy device spoofing (e.g., a legacy short
training field (L-STF) and a legacy long training field
(L-LTF)).
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In one embodiment, the midamble 662 has a format the
same as or similar to the preamble 654. In this embodiment,
the midamble 662 includes the legacy portion to facilitate
legacy device spoofing and a VHT portion. The VHT portion
includes VHT-SIG field. In one embodiment, the VHT-SIG
field of the midambles 662 includes an indicator (e.g., in a
subfield of the VHT-SIG) that indicates whether a subse-
quent sub-PPDU follows the second sub-PPDU in the
A-PPDU 650. In one embodiment, the VHT-SIG addition-
ally or alternatively includes an indicator of whether a
subsequent sub-PPDU is the same size as the second sub-
PPDU. In one embodiment, the VHT-SIG additionally or
alternatively includes an indicator of whether a subsequent
sub-PPDU includes the legacy portion to facilitate legacy
device spoofing.

In another embodiment, the midamble 662 omits the
legacy portion. In another embodiment, the midamble 662
omits the legacy portion and portions of the VHT portion,
but includes the VHT-SIG field.

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram of another example method 700
for generating a burst of PHY data units that include first
data and second data at different throughput rates, according
to an embodiment. The first data and second data correspond
to a unit of audio, video, and/or image information. For
example, in one embodiment, the first data is MSB of a
video frame and the second data is LSB of the video frame.

The first data is encoded and/or modulated such that it can
be received and decoded correctly at a receiver with a higher
reliability as compared to the second data, which is differ-
ently encoded and/or differently modulated (low reliability
data). For example, in one embodiment, the first data is
transmitted at a lower MCS to increase reliability (i.e., a
probability that the first data is correctly received by a
receiver) with respect to the second data transmitted at a
higher MCS. In other words, the first data is transmitted at
a lower MCS with respect to transmission of the second data
to increase the reliability of the first data with respect to the
reliability of the second data.

The method 700 need not be implemented by a PHY
processing unit such as described with respect to FIGS. 4-7.
Rather, in other embodiments, the method 700 is imple-
mented by a suitable PHY processing unit that is configured
to generate a burst of PPDUs such that different sub-PPDUs
within the burst have different MCSs, for example. As one
example, the method 700 is generated by a PHY processing
unit having a structure such as the PHY processing unit 200
of FIG. 3 and configured to generate a burst of PPDUs such
that different sub-PPDUs within the burst have different
MCSs.

The method 700 is similar to the method 600 of FIG. 9,
and like-numbered blocks are not discussed in detail.

At block 704, a burst of PPDUs that includes the first
sub-PPDU and the second sub-PPDU is generated.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of an example burst of PPDUs
720 that is generated according to the method 700 of FIG.
11, in one embodiment. FIG. 12 is similar to FIG. 10, and
like-numbered blocks are not discussed in detail.

The burst 720 includes the first sub-PPDU and the second
sub-PPDU. The first sub-PPDU includes the preamble 654
and the payload 658 that includes the first data. The second
PPDU include the midambles 662 and the payload 666 that
includes the second data. The first sub-PPDU and the second
sub-PPDU are separated by a SIFS or a reduced interframe
space (RIFS).

Example PHY preamble format techniques that are uti-
lized for the preamble 654 in various embodiments are
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/758,603,
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entitled “Physical Layer Frame Format for WLAN,” filed on
Apr. 12, 2010, which is hereby incorporated by reference
herein in its entirety. Example PHY preamble and midamble
format techniques that are utilized for the preamble 654 and
the midamble 662 in various embodiments are described in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/841,772, entitled
“Midamble for WLAN PHY Frames,” filed on Jul. 22, 2010,
and U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/869,491, entitled
“Method and Apparatus for Multi-User Frame Aggrega-
tion,” filed on Aug. 26, 2010, which are both hereby incor-
porated by reference herein in their entireties.

At least some of the various blocks, operations, and
techniques described above may be implemented utilizing
hardware, a processor executing firmware instructions, a
processor executing software instructions, or any combina-
tion thereof. When implemented utilizing a processor
executing software or firmware instructions, the software or
firmware instructions may be stored in any computer read-
able memory such as on a magnetic disk, an optical disk, or
other storage medium, in a RAM or ROM or flash memory,
processor, hard disk drive, optical disk drive, tape drive, etc.
Likewise, the software or firmware instructions may be
delivered to a user or a system via any known or desired
delivery method including, for example, on a computer
readable disk or other transportable computer storage
mechanism or via communication media. Communication
media typically embodies computer readable instructions,
data structures, program modules or other data in a modu-
lated data signal such as a carrier wave or other transport
mechanism. The term “modulated data signal” means a
signal that has one or more of its characteristics set or
changed in such a manner as to encode information in the
signal. By way of example, and not limitation, communi-
cation media includes wired media such as a wired network
or direct-wired connection, and wireless media such as
acoustic, radio frequency, infrared and other wireless media.
Thus, the software or firmware instructions may be deliv-
ered to a user or a system via a communication channel such
as a telephone line, a DSL line, a cable television line, a fiber
optics line, a wireless communication channel, the Internet,
etc. (which are viewed as being the same as or interchange-
able with providing such software via a transportable storage
medium). The software or firmware instructions may
include machine readable instructions that, when executed
by the processor, cause the processor to perform various
acts.

When implemented in hardware, the hardware may com-
prise one or more of discrete components, an integrated
circuit, an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), etc.

While the present invention has been described with
reference to specific examples, which are intended to be
illustrative only and not to be limiting of the invention,
changes, additions and/or deletions may be made to the
disclosed embodiments without departing from the scope of
the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method implemented in a communication device,
wherein the communication device is configured to transmit
physical layer (PHY) data units via a communication chan-
nel, the method comprising:

receiving, in the communication device, first data and

second data;

modulating, in the communication device, the first data

according to a first constellation having a first number
of constellation points;

modulating, in the communication device, the second data

according to a second constellation that differs from the
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first constellation at least by having a second number of
constellation points higher than the first number of
constellation points;

parsing, in the communication device, the first data and
the second data to a plurality of spatial streams such
that (i) a first subset of the plurality of spatial streams
includes at least some of the modulated first data but
none of the modulated second data, and (ii) a second
subset of the plurality of spatial streams includes at
least some of the modulated second data but none of the
modulated first data; and

generating, in the communication device, a single PHY
data unit that includes the plurality of spatial streams.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

encoding, in the communication device, the first data at a
first coding rate; and

encoding, in the communication device, the second data at
a second coding rate higher than the first coding rate.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

encoding, in the communication device, the first data at a
first coding rate; and

encoding, in the communication device, the second data at
a second coding rate,

wherein the first data and the second data are modulated
and encoded such that a resulting data rate of the
second data is greater than a resulting data rate of the
first data.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein generating a single
PHY data unit includes generating a single PHY data unit
that includes (i) the plurality of spatial streams and (ii) at
least one additional spatial stream that includes some of the
first data and some of the second data.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving first data and
second data includes receiving the first data and the second
data in a single media access control (MAC) protocol data
unit (MPDU).

6. The method of claim 1, wherein generating a single
PHY data unit includes generating a single PHY protocol
data unit (PPDU).

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the first data and the
second data correspond to a unit of audio, video, and/or
image information.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

padding, in the communication device, the first data such
that a duration of the first data is equal to a duration of
the second data.

9. A physical layer (PHY) processing unit configured to
generate PHY data units for transmission via a communi-
cation channel, the PHY processing unit comprising:

a first modulator configured to modulate first data accord-
ing to a first constellation having a first number of
constellation points;

a second modulator configured to modulate second data
according to a second constellation that differs from the
first constellation at least by having a second number of
constellation points higher than the first number of
constellation points; and

a stream parser configured to parse the first data and the
second data to a plurality of spatial streams such that (i)
a first subset of the plurality of spatial streams includes
at least some of the modulated first data but none of the
modulated second data, and (ii) a second subset of the
plurality of spatial streams includes at least some of the
modulated second data but none of the modulated first
data,
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wherein the PHY processing unit is configured to generate
a single PHY data unit that includes the plurality of
spatial streams.

10. The PHY processing unit of claim 9, further compris-

ing:

a first encoder configured to encode the first data at a first
coding rate; and

a second encoder configured to encode the second data at
a second coding rate higher than the first coding rate.

11. The PHY processing unit of claim 9, further compris-
ing:

a first encoder configured to encode the first data at a first

coding rate; and

a second encoder configured to encode the second data at
a second coding rate,

wherein the PHY processing unit is configured to encode
and modulate the first data and the second data such
that a resulting data rate of the second data is greater
than a resulting data rate of the first data.

12. The PHY processing unit of claim 9, wherein the PHY
processing unit is configured to receive the first data and the
second data in a single media access control (MAC) protocol
data unit (MPDU).

13. The PHY processing unit of claim 9, wherein the PHY
processing unit is configured to generate a single PHY data
unit by generating a PHY protocol data unit (PPDU).

14. The PHY processing unit of claim 9, further compris-
ing:

a padding unit configured to pad the first data such that a
duration of the first data is equal to a duration of the
second data.

15. A tangible, non-transitory computer-readable medium
storing instructions that, when executed by one or more
processors, cause the one or more processors to:

receive first data and second data;

modulate the first data according to a first constellation
having a first number of constellation points;

modulate the second data according to a second constel-
lation that differs from the first constellation at least by
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having a second number of constellation points higher
than the first number of constellation points;
parse the first data and the second data to a plurality of
spatial streams such that (i) a first subset of the plurality
of spatial streams includes at least some of the modu-
lated first data but none of the modulated second data,
and (i) a second subset of the plurality of spatial
streams includes at least some of the modulated second
data but none of the modulated first data; and

generate a single PHY data unit that includes the plurality
of spatial streams.

16. The tangible, non-transitory computer-readable
medium of claim 15, wherein the instructions further cause
the one or more processors to:

encode the first data at a first coding rate; and

encode the second data at a second coding rate higher than

the first coding rate.

17. The tangible, non-transitory computer-readable
medium of claim 15, wherein the instructions further cause
the one or more processors to:

encode the first data at a first coding rate; and

encode the second data at a second coding rate,

wherein the first data and the second data are modulated

and encoded such that a resulting data rate of the
second data is greater than a resulting data rate of the
first data.

18. The tangible, non-transitory computer-readable
medium method of claim 15, wherein the instructions cause
the one or more processors to generate a single PHY data
unit at least by generating a PHY protocol data unit (PPDU).

19. The tangible, non-transitory computer-readable
medium method of claim 15, wherein the first data and the
second data correspond to a unit of audio, video, and/or
image information.

20. The tangible, non-transitory computer-readable
medium method of claim 15, wherein the instructions fur-
ther cause the one or more processors to:

pad the first data such that a duration of the first data is

equal to a duration of the second data.
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